
The Wedge-tailed Shearwater 
‘Ua‘u kani

Introduction to Seabirds



What is a native species?

• A species that occurs naturally in a given 
region, without the aid of humans.

• Native species can be either endemic or 
indigenous.

– Endemic: 
native, occurring only in one particular region

– Indigenous: 
native, but found in more than one region



Native Hawaiian Species

Include plants, insects, birds, and mammals.



What are Seabirds?
• Birds that get their food from the ocean
• Nest on islands or near the coast
• Spend long periods of time at sea 
• Adapted to live in the marine environment

– Diving capabilities
– Waterproof feathers
– Salt glands 



Seabirds in Hawaii

Polynesian voyagers discovered the Hawaiian 
Islands by following the stars, the winds, and 
seabirds to guide them to land



Seabirds in Hawaii

Fishers find tuna by locating foraging seabirds



The Wedge-tailed Shearwater

Shearwaters are named because flying birds often 
shear (cut) the water surface with their wing tips 



The Wedge-tailed Shearwater
• Native Hawaiian Seabird:  ‘U‘au Kani
• Order Procellariiformes “Tube-nosed birds”
• Pigeon-sized, gray and white, pink legs
• Feed at sea, Nests underground or in crevices



The Wedge-tailed Shearwater
• Range throughout the Tropical Pacific Ocean
• About 270,000 breeding pairs in Hawaii
• Over 34,000 breeding pairs on Oahu
• Manana Island (below) is Oahu’s largest colony 



The Wedge-tailed Shearwater

Shearwaters return to colonies in the evening and 
depart in the morning. They are social and curious.  



These lessons were created by Laura Cottongim, dean of Curriculum and Instruction at the University 
Laboratory School in Honolulu, Dr. David Hyrenbach (Hawai’i Pacific University) and Wendy Johnson 
(Hawai‘i Audubon Society).  With updates from Jenn Urmston and Michelle Hester (Oikonos). 

These activities incorporate data from collaborative research by Hawai‘i Pacific University, Hawai‘i 
Audubon Society, Oikonos Ecosystem Knowledge, California College of the Arts, and Windward 
Community College.

Educators, students and researchers may incorporate these materials into their lesson plans, 
presentations, and worksheets in hard copy and digital formats for internal educational use only, not 
into any publication for external distribution or commercial purposes.

All photos, art, and data have been contributed free of charge to create this product for educational use. 
Content may be copyrighted and/or owned by individuals and entities other than the creators. Please 
contact Oikonos to request external use of content (michelle@oikonos.org).

Funding provided by Disney Conservation Fund and Atherton Family Foundation. Thank you.

We appreciate feedback. Contact Hawai‘i Audubon Society at: hiaudsoc@gmail.com
Resources for Way of the Wedgie are free at www.freemanseabirdpreserve.com/lessons-home 
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